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Richmond's historic houses of worship cannot be separated from the city's storied past. A young

Patrick Henry sparked a revolution with his "Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death" speech inside St.

John's Episcopal Church on Church Hill. Congregation Beth Ahabah, with its awe-inspiring windows

and adjoining museum, is one of the oldest and most revered synagogues in the country. An

interstate highway was moved to save the Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church, where John Jasper

asserted, "De Sun do move," in the most famous sermon ever preached in the city. Beloved local

author Walter Griggs Jr. tells the compelling history of Richmond's most holy places.
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Dr. Walter S. Griggs Jr. is a professor emeritus at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond,

Virginia, where he taught law for forty-five years. He has also taught history courses in the Honors

College and courses in religion. He holds a master's degree from the University of Richmond, a juris

doctorate from the University of Richmond School of Law and a doctorate from the College of

William and Mary in Virginia. Griggs has written the following books published by The History Press:

The Collapse of Richmond's Church Hill Tunnel; The Hidden History of Richmond; World War II

Richmond, Virginia; and Historic Disasters of Richmond. He has also written books on the Civil War,

fire departments and moose. He was awarded the Jefferson Davis Medal for his Civil War books

and articles. Griggs is married to the former Frances Pitchford, who is fortunately a retired English

teacher and librarian. She edits and proofs his work. He is also fortunate to have a daughter, Cara,



who is a reference archivist for the Library of Virginia. Walter Griggs and his family live in Richmond,

Virginia.
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